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NEWS  

'Midnight Family' wins top prize at Guadalajara 
BY ALEXIS GRIVAS19 MARCH 2019 
 
Luke Lorentzen’s feature documentary Midnight Family, about a struggling, family-run ambulance service in Mexico City, won the best Mexican film 
award, worth $25,000 as the Guadalajara International Film Festival came to a close. The film made its world premiere at Sundance in January.   
Jaime Rosales’ Petra won the $12,500 award for best Iberoamerican film, while Ricardo Calil’s Brazilian feature Cinema Morocco won the best Iberomerican 
documentary prize, worth $7,500. The $5,000 audience award went to Acelo Ruiz’s Mexican feature Oblatos. 

The festival’s new competitive international animation section awarded its main prize to Japanese master Mamoru Hosoda’s Mirai No Mirai . The international 
jury was headed by festival supporter and local hero Guillermo del Toro. 

On the industry side, the Co-Production Meetings presented prizes to Colombia’s Mauricio Leiva, Chile’s Claudia Huaiquimilla, and Mexico’s Ricardo Soto. 

The Guadalajara Construye (Works in Progress) awards were won by Piola by Luis Alejandro Perez (Otro Foco Films, Chile); The Furies by Tamae Garateguy 
(Rio Films, Argentina); and Three Body Problem by Carlos Lenin (CUEC, Mexico). 

A new $120,000 Jenkins-del Toro Fund for two emerging Mexican directors to continue their film studies went to Maria Candelaria and Alejandro Rios who 
received $60,000 each. 

Animation takes centre stage 

The first edition of the festival under new head Estrella Araiza – the former market director who replaced Ivan Trujillo – marked a turning point for Guadalajara. 
In addition to launching the new animation competition, she also added the TV Pitchbox, which is run with Filmarket Hub and caters to TV series. 

Guadalajara native del Toro, who already works closely with the festival, is now collaborating with the event to develop an International Animation Center to 
open later this year at the state-of-the-art Guadalajara University Cultural Centre (CAE). It already houses the festival headquarters and its core venues. 

Netflix is already interested in the plans: Melissa Cobb, Netflix’s vice-president of kids and family content, attended the festival to present a masterclass and visit 
the burgeoning facilities. Del Toro is working with Netflix to producing the Tales Of Arcadia animated series and will start production this autumn on a stop-
motion musical version of Pinocchio for Netflix. 

Araiza said in the future the festival could even venture into animated co-productions. 

A number of significant deals were announced during the festival including the creation of new Mexican production offices by Fabula, the prolific Fremantle-
backed outfit run by Chile’s Pablo and Juan de Dios Larrain, the reteaming of Alebrije Productions’ Monica Lozano and Eamon O’Farrill with director Ernesto 
Contreras on his new film Impossible Things; and new IMCINE guidelines announced by head Maria Novaro.  

Guadalajara is the most important local event on the calendar for the Mexican industry but it faces a stiff challenge from the Morelia International Film Festival, 
which takes place in October. Guadalajara ran from March 9-16. 
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Oscar-Winning Production Designer Eugenio Caballero Gives
Guadalajara Master Class

CREDIT: JULIO LÓPEZ/FICG

GUADALAJARA, Mexico — At the Guadalajara Int’l Film Festival (FICG) to give a master class, “Roma” production
designer Eugenio Caballero sat down with Variety prior to the sold-out FICG event on Saturday. As Mexico’s only
production designer to win an Oscar (for his work in Guillermo del Toro’s “Pan’s Labyrinth”) and who was again
nominated for his meticulous work on Alfonso Cuaron’s multi-Oscar-winning black-and-white memoir, “Roma,”
Caballero has been keen to allay his public-speaking fears to pay it forward and share what he knows about his craft.

He is set to give more master classes in Doha and in Europe before he decides on which of two current job offers to
accept, both of them in Europe. “Not everyone understands what production design entails, not even people in the
business,” he said, adding: “It’s more a narrative discipline than an aesthetic discipline.”

“I want to discuss my creative process after I receive a script, although in ‘Roma’s’ case, there wasn’t one,” he added
with a laugh. “I never spent so much time talking to a director,” he mused. In their long talks, they discussed the
ilm’s themes of loneliness, family break-ups, women’s role in society then and the socio-political situation of the

By ANNA MARIE DE LA FUENTE

VARIETY
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Colombia’s Fidelio Films Brings Packed Slate to Guadalajara
(EXCLUSIVE)

CREDIT: FIDELIO FILMS

GUADALAJARA, Mexico — Colombia’s Fidelio Films has had a week to remember at this year’s Guadalajara Intl. Film
Festival (FICG) as its full slate of TV and �ilm projects has impressed in a number of sections.

The company’s feature �ilm “The Life and Death of Espíritu Perdomo” won the “El Taller” post-production prize and
the Cinema226 development, co-production, production and promotion prizes at the Co-production Meeting for
feature �ilms, its series “Tenebris” is pitching at the �irst-ever FICG TV Pitchbox, and its shopping the �irst season of
another series, “Tiburon Island,” which won the Mexican Film Institute (Imcine) development grant for television
series last year and received a TV Pitchbox special mention.

“Tenebris” was created by David Figueroa García and Mauricio Leiva Cock, and is produced by Mauro Mueller and
Juan Diego Villegas from Fidelio Films. The show’s eight hour-long episodes will be directed by Ed Sánchez.

By JAMIE LANG

VARIETY
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Arte Mecánica Pitches ‘Kicked Out’ at Inaugural FICG TV
Pitchbox (EXCLUSIVE)

CREDIT: ARTE MECÁNICA

GUADALAJARA, Mexico — Mexico’s Arte Mecánica is participating at this year’s inaugural FICG TV Pitchbox with one of the
company’s first TV projects, a border-crossing immigration series titled “Kicked Out.”

The series was created by Jacopo Fontana and Tereza Suárez, and is produced by Ozcar Ramírez at Arte Mecánica. The
company’s work in feature films has participated at Cannes, Locarno, Morelia and more, and “Kicked Out” marks an early, but
indicative push into TV for the company.

In “Kicked Out,” a young vlogger name James discovers that his mother illegally entered the United States when he was only
a baby, meaning he is not a citizen of the country in which he was raised.

Unfortunately, the revelation comes only once he is deported to Mexico. Finding himself alone and ignorant of the local
language, he must find a way to exist in his true country of origin, Mexico, a place that he always considered hostile and
foreign, while he figures out how to get back into the U.S.

By JAMIE LANG

VARIETY
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Mats Grorud on Palestine, Animation and Hope

CREDIT: MATS GRORUD

“The Tower,” the debut of Norway’s Mats Grorud, features as a Special Screening at the Marrakech Film Festival.
Produced by Tenk TV (based out of Bærum, Norway), Les Contes Modernes (Bourg-Lès-Valence, France) and
Goteborg-based Cinenic Film, the animated ilm revolves around the Palestinian diaspora since the creation of Israel
in 1948, seen from the eyes of Wardi, an 11-year-old Palestinian girl living with her family in the refugee camp where
she was born.

Grorud worked as an animation teacher in the Bourj el-Barajneh refugee camp, established by The League of Red
Cross Societies to host Palestinian refugees from northern Israel. Based on his experience and research there, he
created the story of “The Tower.” Children living in Bourj el-Barajneh represent around 43% of the camp’s total
population, which is close to 21,000 (in addition to 20,000 recent Syrian refugees), all living within one square
kilometer. “The Tower”‘s international sales are handled by Paris-based Jour2Fête.

Why did you choose the point of view of an 11-year-old Palestinian girl to depict such a long and painful conlict? 

By EMILIO MAYORGA

VARIETY

Mural | Gente
Martes 12 de Marzo del 2019

Hacen equipo 
Mural | Sección: Gente | Pag. 2 

  

MURAL | SECCIÓN: GENTE, PÁG.2



S E L E C C I Ó N  D E  P R E N S A  |  I N D U ST R I A S E L E C C I Ó N  D E  P R E N S A  |  I N D U ST R I A

4 6 4 7

27/3/2019 The Open Reel Takes Calil’s ‘Cinema Morocco,’ a Guadalajara Doc Entry – Variety

https://variety.com/2019/film/festivals/the-open-reel-takes-calil-cinema-morocco-1203159977/ 1/3

HOME > FILM > FESTIVALS MARCH 11, 2019 6:51AM PT

The Open Reel Takes Calil’s ‘Cinema Morocco’ (EXCLUSIVE)

CREDIT: THE OPEN REEL

Italy-based The Open Reel has taken all international rights to Ricardo Calil’s “Cinema Morocco,” a documentary
competition entry at the Guadalajara Int’l Film Festival (FICG), which runs March 8 -15.

“Cinema Morocco” world premiered at the Dok Leipzig documentary and animation festival winning the Golden
Dove Next Masters Award. The feature screened at Guadalajara on Sunday 10.

The Open Reel has scored its irst sale on “Cinema Morocco” to Qatar-based broadcaster Al Jazeera for its Al Jazeera
English global channel.

Calil’s third documentary portrays the now abandoned Sao Paolo’s Cine Marrocos, once among the most glamorous
picture palaces in Latin America, hosting the International Film Festival of Brazil in 1954, attended by Irene Dunne,
Erich von Stroheim and Abel Gance.

For the past six years, the Cine Marrocos has become a home for the Sem-Teto help-the-homeless movement.

By EMILIO MAYORGA
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Guadalajara: Netflix’s Melissa Cobb Teases Cross-Studio
Collaboration

CREDIT: FICG

GUADALAJARA, Mexico — In the world, it would be hard to choose a more exciting figure to introduce a masterclass than
Guillermo del Toro, and even more so when that talk is given in the filmmaker’s hometown of Guadalajara Mexico at a festival
he has been involved with for its entire 33-year existence.

If the audience was excited when Del Toro emerged from the wings to introduce guest speaker Melissa Cobb, Netflix vice
president, kids & family, they were absolutely buzzing when he sat across from her to moderate the hour-and-a-half long talk.

Del Toro’s “Tales of Arcadia” animated series trilogy is produced at Netflix, as is his upcoming stop-motion feature and
passion project “Pinocchio.” The assembled crowd was even treated to a first look at some photos from the project.

“While traditional studios will say, ‘Welcome to the family!'” del Toro joked of his relationship with the streaming giant, “Most of
the time it’s the Manson Family: guarded. Like a bad Easter dinner with relatives you don’t like. Since I’ve been at Netflix I’ve
never had a more creator-friendly atmosphere.”

By JAMIE LANG
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Monica Lozano Producing Emilio Maille’s ‘Yesterday’s Dream’
(EXCLUSIVE)

CREDIT: EL CAIMAN FILMS

GUADALAJARA, Mexico — Mexico’s Emilio Maille, whose visually arresting docu “Sky Poets” competes in
Guadalajara’s Premio Mezcal section, is gearing up to make only the second �iction �ilm of his career, “Yesterday’s
Dream” (“El Sueño de Ayer”). Maille is best known for his breakout drama, “Rosario Tijeras,” a 2005 box o�ice hit
based on the eponymous Colombian bestseller by Jorge Franco Ramos.

“Sky Poets” co-producer Monica Lozano of Alebrije Prods. and Maille’s producing partner Gustavo Angel serve as
producers of the musical drama inspired by the late Cuban mambo king Damaso Perez Prado, hailed as the Tropical
Glenn Miller of his time. Damian Alcazar (“Ms. Bala,” 2019) is attached to play Prado opposite Spanish modern
�lamenco sensation, Rosalia, who plays his love interest.

In “Yesterday’s Dream,” Prado wakes up in 2019 from what he thinks his death of some 30 years ago was just a
strange dream. He seeks out the love of his life, Magdalena, in a bid to revive their lost romance. In his search, he
meets young Lazaro who guides him through a much-changed Mexico City but where its music and its night life are
still as vibrant as ever.

By ANNA MARIE DE LA FUENTE
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Imcine’s Maria Novaro Pushes for Regional Outreach,
Distribution, Training

CREDIT: IMCINE

GUADALAJARA, Mexico — She’s only been on the job for two months and a half but new Mexican Film Institute
(Imcine) head Maria Novaro feels she’s been on the job for much longer. She has hit the ground running, spurred on
by Mexico’s new left-wing president Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (AMLO) who told his team that they had only six
years, the length of his single tenure, to get his ambitious plans right.

First on her agenda has been to decentralize Imcine’s outreach, setting up a satellite o�ice in the province of
Sonora, led by Sonora-based �ilmmaker Monica Luna, in a bid to provide more support to �ilmmakers based in other
regions.

“I’ve travelled across the country and seen a wealth of interesting productions and communities in need of support
not only in production but in editing and post-production,” she said, adding “It’s important to give voices to
Mexico’s 68 languages, 68 cultures.”

Plans also include audiovisual training programs to provide more work choices to the country’s predominantly
young population.

By ANNA MARIE DE LA FUENTE
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Alberto Fuguet on ‘Cola de Mono,’ His First LGBT-Themed Movie
‘Cola de Mono’ debuts at Sanic on Aug. 21

Chilean author, journalist, ilmmaker Alberto Fuguet has written a host of books, some of which have been
translated into English and, in the case of “Tinta Roja,” made into a ilm by Peru’s Francisco Lombardi.

“Locations: Looking for Rusty James,” Fuguet’s docu about the making of Francis Ford Coppola’s “Rumble Fish,” was
presented at Telluride by Coppola and is included in the Criterion Collection.

Fugue’s sixth and latest ilm, “Cola de Mono,” made for roughly $10,000 via bank loans and personal investors, is his
boldest yet and was among the buzz ilms at L.A.’s Outfest this year. He spoke to Variety on the eve of its Chilean
debut at Sanic on Tuesday:

You say that Cola de Mono – what’s the oicial title in English, if it has one?- is your irst LGBT-themed ilm. Why
has it taken you this long to make one? What themes did you explore in your earlier ilms?

“Cola de Mono” will be called “Cola de Mono;” “Eggnog” doesn’t quite cut it. My distributor, TLA, really likes the title.
What will change is the tagline in English, which will be: “Don’t drink it after midnight.”

By ANNA MARIE DE LA FUENTE
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Hay que hacer miles y miles de tiros, pero 
con la cámara: Jesús Villaseca JORGE CABALLERO / P 25

Unaj u seten úuchul ts’oon, ba’ale’ yéetel 
u nu’ukulil ch’a’a oochel: Jesús Villaseca

s Durante la presentación del documental Disparos, la presencia de Rodrigo Herranz Fanjul, Jesus Villaseca Chavez, Rodrigo Hernández Tejero (dirección), y Elpida Nikou. 
O

oc
h

el
 A

rt
ur

o 
C

am
po

s 
C

ed
ill

o

Como en sus peores sueños
estará la vialidad:
transporte es calamidad,
no culpa de los fuereños

¡BOMBA!

JUEVES 14 DE MARZO DE 2019

Ba’ax ku chikbesa’al yéetel ku ya’alal ichil 
u documentalil Disparose’, mu’uk’an. Le 
beetike’ tu súutukil úuchik u cha’anta’al 

ti’ u cha’anil 34 Festival Internacional de Cine 
de Guadalajara (FICG),  tu kúuchil Cinetecae’, 
tu beetaj tak u yok’ol máaxo’ob bino’obi’. 

U ja’il u yich máax ku cha’ano’obe’ áalkabnaj 
ka’alikil ila’ab u tsikbalil Yahir Cabrera yéetel 

u j ka’anasjil Jesús Villaseca, juntúul j múul 
meyaj yéetel j ch’a’a oochelil ti’ La Jornada, 
yéetel le tsoolilo’. 

Rodrigo Hernándeze’, tu múul jo’olbesaj u 
beeta’al cha’an yéetel Elpida Nikou, ba’ale’ 
leti’e’ tu ya’alaj tu súutukil táan u tsikbal yéetel 
máaxo’ob bino’ob cha’an: “K’uch junsúutuk ti’ 
u táabsajil Disparose’, jach ki’imakchaj k yóol 

tumen t k’ajóoltaj k’a’anan baatsilo’ob, je’el bix 
u ti’al Yahir yéetel ti’al Villaseca. Ts’o’okole’ 
ok’om óol u yantal u bin máak Iztapalapa; taak 
ka’ach k beetik jump’éel cha’an tu’ux ka yanak 
alab óolal, taakchaj k e’esik bix úuchik u máan 
táayer tu’ux ku yantal uláak’ páajtalilo’ob ti’ 
táankelemo’ob ichil u k’iinilo’ob tu’ux táan u 
yantal jejeláas talamilo’ob”.  

XOK U CHUUKA’ANIL TI’: WWW.LAJORNADAMAYA.MX

Disparos, documental sobre jóvenes de Iztapalapa, presentado en Guadalajara

Disparos, cha’an yóok’lal u kuxtal u táakelemo’ob Iztapalapa, e’esab Guadalajara

K’IINTSIL
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Gkids Drops First Full North American Trailer for ‘Bunuel in the
Labyrinth of the Turtles’ (EXCLUSIVE)

MADRID —  In 1925, Luis Buñuel, son of one of the richest men in the Spanish region of Aragón, went to Paris to
make ilms with Salvador Dalí. The results were two surrealist shorts, 1929’s “Un Chien Andalou,” his passport to
membership of André Breton’s surrealists, and “L’Age d’Or,” banned by the Paris police.

The movies are galvanized by the joie de vivre of the young directors, but as much Dalí in their daring as Buñuel.

By 1933, however, when Buñuel returned from shooting he 29-minute documentary “Las Hurdes” (aka “Land Without
Bread”) ilmed in a region of Western Spain, one of the world’s greatest ilm directors has found his own creative
voice, an explosive mix of surrealism and social critique.

Salvador Simó’s “Buñuel in the Labyrinth of the Turtles,” sold by Latido, lead-produced by Manuel Cristobal and
acquired for North America by New York’s Gkids, the distributor of 11 Academy Award nominated animated features,
has just received its irst full North American trailer, dropped by Gkids.

Gkids will release “Buñuel in the Labyrinth of the Turtles” in theaters later this year.

By JOHN HOPEWELL

'Buñuel in the Labyrinth of the Turtles' Trailer
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Guillermo del Toro Champions Guadalajara’s New Competitive
Animation Section

CREDIT: VIDEOCINE

The Guadalajara Int’l Film Festival (FICG), Mexico’s largest �ilm festival, is further expanding its lineup with the
addition of a new competitive animation section in its 34th edition, running March 8 -15. Oscar-winning Guadalajara
native Guillermo del Toro has put his heft behind the new section and will also announce the �irst winner of his Del
Toro-Jenkins �ilm scholarship at the fest. FICG aptly opens Friday with an animated feature, Carlos Gutierrez’s “Day
of the Dead” (“Día de Muertos”).

Actor Peter Fonda (“Easy Rider”) and British helmer Hugh Hudson (“Chariots of Fire”) are receiving Mayahuel
International lifetime achievement awards at this edition. Festival will also screen “Easy Rider,” which Fonda co-
wrote, co-produced and starred in, to mark its 50th year anniversary.

The festival kicks off with a new female general director at the helm, Estrella Araiza, who has been the festival’s head
of industry & markets and has been instrumental in introducing another new feature to the fest, the FICG TV
Pitchbox, organized by Filmarket Hub. The pitching event, focused on Latin American scripted series in
development, takes place on March 13. Key regional – and increasingly global – players HBO Latin America, Fox,

By ANNA MARIE DE LA FUENTE
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Chile’s ‘Piola,’ Argentina’s ‘The Furies,’ Brazil’s ‘Son of Ox’ Top
Guadalajara Construye

CREDIT: ALEJANDRO CHAPARRO/ OTRO FOCO

GUADALAJARA, Mexico — Chile came into this year’s Guadalajara Intl. Film Festival (FICG) as the guest country of
honor. Once here, Luis Alejandro Pérez García’s “Piola” stomped around the Guadalajara Construye Works in
Progress section like it owned the place, snatching up six of a possible 13 prizes.

After the success of Juan Caceres’ “Perro Bomba” in the same competition last year – the ilm scored four awards –
perhaps it shouldn’t have been a surprise that another Chilean feature would perform so well this time around.

“Piola” turns on the chance interaction between three young people in moments that would be recognizable to
teenagers the world around. Martin’s family is moving and he can’t be bothered to involve himself. Sol is searching
for her lost dog and dealing with an unrequited romance. And Charly can’t handle his miserable job and the stresses
of teenage fatherhood.

The impressive list of awards includes: Mondragon Award for sound and music, Yagan Films Award for editing and
dialogue cleanup, Habanero Award for distribution and promotion, OA Sonido Award for sound editing, 1936 Award
for credit sequence and design – a new award at this year’s edition, and the CineMaven Award for consultation.

By JAMIE LANG
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M Á S  D E  1 5 1 , 2 0 0  A S I ST E N T E S
O V E R  1 5 1 , 2 0 0  AT T E N D E E S

PELÍCULAS EXHIBIDAS 
SCREENED FILMS

PELÍCULAS EN COMPETENCIA 
FILMS IN COMPETITION

PANTALLAS 
SCREENS

PAÍSES REPRESENTADOS 
PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES

FUNCIONES 
SCREENINGS

MEDIOS ACREDITADOS
REGISTERED PRESS MEDIA

PERIODISTAS ACREDITADOS 
REGISTERED JOURNALIST

PARTICIPANTES ACREDITADOS 
REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS

LARGOMETRAJES EN 

COMPETENCIA 
FEATURE FILMS IN 

COMPETITION

LARGOMETRAJES FUERA DE 
COMPETENCIA 

FEATURE FILMS OUT OF 
COMPETITION

CORTOMETRAJES EN 

COMPETENCIA 
SHORT FILMS IN 

COMPETITION

CORTOMETRAJES FUERA DE 
COMPETENCIA

SHORT FILMS OUT OF 
COMPETITION






